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BATTLING FOR BRAGGING RIGHTS
GVSU, SVSU go head-to-head in annual fundraising competition
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BY KATHERINE WEST
KWEST@LANTHORN.COM
rash talking, tweeting and fundrais­
ers abound.
BATTLE OF THE VALLEYS IS BACK.
The annual rivalry between Grand 
Valley State University and Sagi­
naw Valley State University returns next week 
with competition on the gridiron, but, more im­
portantly, off the field.
The two universities will enlist the help of
students for the annual fundraising competi­
tion, as GVSU will support the Laker Childrens 
Fund and SVSU will sponsor the Get Outside 
for a Healthy Inside initiative.
Battle of the Valleys, formerly known as 
BOTV now known as BOV, will start on Nov. 8 
and end on Nov. 14 with the football showdown 
against the Cardinals at Lubbers Stadium.
More important than the football matchup, 
BOV is an annual fundraising competition that 
takes place between the GVSU and SVSU com­
munities. Each university chooses a beneficiary 
for the funds they raise during the week.
Maddie Cleghorn, GVSU student senate 
president, discussed the fundraising aspect of 
BOV and GVSU’s charity selection this year.
“The tradition began in 2003, and both 
communities rally around a charity of their 
choosing to support with the funds raised 
during the week,” Cleghorn said. “The mon­
ey Grand Valley raises this year from Nov. 8 
through Nov. 13 will go to the Laker Childrens 
Fund, which awards grants to organizations 
and nonprofits in the Kent and Ottawa County 
communities that work with children.”
All monetary donations will go into this
fund. Throughout the year, organizations will 
be able to apply for grants from the money 
raised for local children in the form of school 
supplies, books and other materials.
SVSU will sponsor the Get Outside for a 
Healthy Inside initiative, an affiliate of the 
Saginaw Community Foundation, for this 
year’s competition.
Though this will be the 13th annual BOV, 
GVSU is making efforts to remain competitive.
SEE BOV | A2
NEWS
GV honors Day of the 
Dead celebrations
Students and families gathered in the 
Frederik Meijer Honors College to 
observe Mexican holiday
SEE A3
LAKER LIFE
Annual talent show to 
raise money for BOV
Spotlight Production's third annual GV’s 
Got Talent showcase will take donations 
to go toward the Laker Children’s Fund
SEE A6
SPORTS
No. 17 Lakers travel to 
Tiffin for GLIAC game
The Grand Valley State football team 
(7-2, 6-2 GLIAC) will take on Tiffin (5-4, 
4-4 GLIAC) in Ohio in conference play
SEE A7
ONLINE
Global GV aims for 
international learning
The Internationalization Task Force is 
hoping to implement a cultural element 
in classes, no matter the major, by 2021
SEE LANTHORN.COM
TECHNOLOGY RECOGNITION
Blackboard misuse 
leads to policy change
Commercial use of GV technology is strictly forbidden
KEEPING TABS: There was recently an inappropriate use of Blackboard and GVSU email 
services to sell course-related materials without instructor permission, gvl | LUKE holmes
BY ASHLYN KORIENEK
AKORIENEK@LANTHORN.COM
ften, students find it difficult 
to generate extra cash when 
navigating college expenses. 
In some cases, students find 
alternative ways that might 
even violate a few school rules.
Recently, inappropriate use of Black­
board and GVSU email occurred when 
students attempted to sell course-related 
materials without instructor consent. Dur­
ing the two incidents this semester, the stu­
dents were contacting other students in a 
large psychology course, advertising notes 
for sale through classroom email.
Bradley Ambrose, interim assistant 
Dean of Students and professor of physics, 
said the third-party groups were caught 
when a student questioned the instructor 
about purchasing a study guide. The in­
structor contacted additional students until 
a consensus was made.
Ambrose said currently there is no cen­
tral system in place to monitor email or 
Blackboard usage for this type of activity. 
He said the most effective monitoring is 
made possible by all members of the com­
munity speaking out when an issue occurs.
“The student in this situation sincerely 
believed that the study guide, sold by a 
third-party entity, was sanctioned by the 
instructor,” he said. “In the future, faculty 
will be able to be much more proactive, 
via course syllabi, in communicating 
campus policies to students.”
Ambrose said to help faculty and
administrators take steps against those 
who misuse Blackboard or GVSU email, 
Sue Korzinek, information technology 
director and Pat Smith, associate vice 
president and deputy general counsel, 
have revised two changes to official poli­
cies in the GVSU manual.
According to the computing condi­
tions of use, “Using university technol­
ogy resources for commercial use is 
strictly prohibited. Such resources are to 
be solely used in conjunction with doing 
business for GVSU or purposes directly 
related to academic work.”
Additionally, the email policy states
that “university email services shall not 
be used to send unsolicited commercial 
emails and such use may result in your ac­
count being disabled.”
Anyone who has been found to misuse 
Blackboard or GVSU email for commercial 
purposes could be reported to the Dean of 
Students. Ambrose said this also applies to 
those who are reported for academic dis­
honesty, student misconduct and bias or 
harassment incidents.
Robert Hendersen, professor and chair 
in the department of psychology, said there
SEE BLACKBOARD | A2
GV leads nation 
in low-income 
student enrollment
University recognized as 
one of 10 ‘Access Improvers’
BY DREW HOWARD
ASSISTANTNEWS@LANTHORN.COM
rand Valley State University was recently 
recognized as one of just ten colleges and 
universities in the nation that enrolls a high 
number of low-income students while also 
maintaining strong academic performance 
among its campus community.
Released by the Institute for Higher Education Pol­
icy (IHEP), the report highlights the number of Pell 
Grant-receiving students who were enrolled at each 
university or college, in addition to analyzing the aca­
demic standards of each institution.
The federal Pell Grant program was created to improve 
the access to post-secondary education for low-income 
students. Undergraduate and some post-baccalaureate stu­
dents can be awarded money from the Pell Grant based on 
their family’s income, the cost of attending a university or 
college, their status as a full-time or part-time student, as 
well as their plans to attend for a full academic year or less.
According to the report, 34.7 percent of students en­
rolled at GVSU were Pell Grant-receiving students.
Additionally, GVSU accounts for nearly half - 48.4 per­
cent - of all Pell Grant-receiving students enrolled in the 108 
colleges and universities within Michigan.
Lynn Blue, vice president for Enrollment Development, 
said GVSU was also recognized by the IHEP for its high 
graduation rate and low cohort loan default rate.
“The importance of the low cohort default rate has to 
do with our institutional rate of alums who fail to pay back 
education loans,” Blue said. “A high rate is generally attrib­
uted to populations that are not degree completers or those 
who are unemployed or underemployed Conversely, low 
default rates on federal educational loans are attributed to
SEE ENROLL | A2
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GV TEAM TIES FOR FIRST PLACE IN ADVERTISING 
COMPETITION
Yardsticks, the annual student advertising and public 
relationships competitions, came to an end on Oct. 28 as 
a team of three Grand Valley State University students 
tied for the first-place title.
At the competition, entrants were required to create 
a marketing campaign for the local Macatawa Bank ac­
cording to the specific guidelines given. GVSU students 
Jessica Krysinska, Mari Behovitz and Ben Kaluski tied for 
first place with a team from Central Michigan University.
The GVSU team won $300 to split among themselves 
while the group from CMU was awarded "The Extra 
Yard,” a two-yardstick long trophy.
For more information about the competition, go to 
www.yardsticks.com.
NATIVE AMERICAN EXHIBIT NOW OPEN IN MARY 
IDEMA PEW LIBRARY
A new exhibition highlighting the lives of Native 
Americans living in the Grand Rapids area within the 
last 50 years is open for public viewing inside the Mary 
Idema Pew Library until Nov. 21.
Hosted by Grand Valley State University’s Kutsche 
Office of Local History, "Walking Beyond Our Ancestors’ 
Footsteps: An Urban Native Experience” was officially 
opened on Nov. 3. The exhibit will move to the Grand 
Rapids Public Library in January.
Those visiting the exhibit can expect to find an as­
sortment of historic documents and objects created by 
the Native Americans over the past several decades. This 
exhibit is just the first of many other events planned that 
will focus on Native Americans in Grand Rapids.
For more information about the exhibit, visit the 
Kutsche Office's website at www.gvsu.edu/kutsche.
“I AM GRAND VALLEY” NOMINATIONS OPEN
Nominations officially opened on Nov. 2 for "I am Grand 
Valley,” a campaign created to recognize student leaders 
who have made a lasting impact the campus community.
Hosted by the Office of Student Life, the campaign 
allows for students, faculty and staff members to nomi­
nate a student of their choice.
Nominations can be made on OrgSync at www.gvsu.edu/ 
orgsync. The deadline to fill out a nomination is Nov. 20.
The students nominated for "I Am Grand Valley” will 
be announced in early December. An official “I Am Grand 
Valley” leadership reception will pay tribute to these 
student nominees on Jan. 27 inside the Kirkhof Center.
For more information, go to www.gvsu.edu/iamgv.
TAKEELIA GARRET APPOINTED AS GVSU’S FIRST 
STUDENT OMBUDS
Grand Valley State University recently appointed 
Takeelia Garrett as the university’s first Student Ombuds, 
a position devoted to helping students with any issues 
they are facing.
Garrett is allowed to assist students in areas such as 
fitaMBiatoi* rwatiicalwitMravwil, mental health ooweerwr-*' *
coworker conflicts and more in addition to other personal 
issues. However, Garrett is required to give impartial an­
swers and is not allowed to provide legal advice
The new student ombuds position has been in opera­
tion since September. For more information on the position, 
contact the Dean of Students Office at (616) 331-3585.
WOMEN OF COLOR IN THE WORKPLACE EVENT
The Delta Tau Lambda Sorority, Inc. will host an event 
on Nov. 5 aimed at unveiling the prejudices and obstacles 
that women of color experience within the workplace.
"Salute to Latinas - Unveiling the Darkness of 
Stereotypes” is a Lib 100/201 approved event and is 
open to the entire campus community. In addition to 
highlighting prejudices in the workplace, speakers at the 
event will also focus on encouraging women of color 
to continue their education despite the challenges they 
may face in their future careers.
The event is set to take place from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
in the Alumni House, located on Grand Valley State 
University’s Allendale Campus.
For more information, email the president of the Delta 
Tau Lambda Sorority at gvsudtl.president@gmail.com.
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FURTHERING EDUCATION
Taking a look at graduate school
BY LUCAS ESCALADA
LESCALADA@LANTHORN.COM
rand Valley State University is 
focusing on obtaining qual­
ity graduate programs for its 
graduate students. By placing 
focus on making sure the cur­
riculum is relevant, the university is work­
ing to keep its students ahead of the pack.
GVSU is home to around 3,400 gradu­
ate students every semester. About half of 
those students obtained their undergradu­
ate degree at GVSU.
Jeffrey Potteiger, dean of graduate stu­
dents, said the university does its best to 
create the best possible opportunities for its 
graduate students.
In order to provide the best possible 
pathway for graduate students, the univer­
sity must help them succeed, Potteiger said. 
It is key for students to have the best pos­
sible experience at the university, and the 
program is there to ensure that.
“We treat them like a professional, 
we treat them like an adult,” Potteiger 
said. “We give them meaningful expe­
riences from orientation all the way 
through graduation.”
For graduate students, that path to 
success starts in choosing a program. 
Having the right selection of programs 
is extremely important, Potteiger said. 
It is not simply about getting as many 
graduate programs as possible. He said 
GVSU could probably have an extra 10 
or 15 programs, but that does not matter 
if they do not meet the standards.
Potteiger said President Thomas Haas 
often talks about the importance of rel­
evancy, and that is taken into consideration 
when looking at graduate programs.
“If they’re not good, quality programs, 
then I think that undermines the mission 
of what Grand Valley is trying to do,” Pot­
teiger said, “lhats creating real world expe­
riences, and giving students that best edu­
cational experiences.”
SLUGGER: A GVSU graduate flags down his friends and family at the 2015 commencement 
ceremony in April. Some will choose to continue in graduate programs. GVL I ARCHIVE
The programs that are selected are 
picked because they can help students in 
their chosen profession.
Besides having the right programs, 
it is important to select the right kind 
of students. Potteiger said he would 
love if every great GVSU student stayed 
at the university for graduate school. 
He said the program recruits students 
from other universities, but it is impor­
tant to make sure those students are the 
right fit for GVSU.
To enter GVSU’s graduate program, 
students must demonstrate that they 
can be successful at the graduate level. 
Beside GPA and credit hour require­
ments, Potteiger said each department 
determines the prerequisites for a pro­
gram. A program may ask that some 
students involved with research, while 
another program may require students 
to have internship experience.
Because of the multiple variables, the 
university tries to take a holistic look at 
the student. If a student is not particularly 
strong in one area, they can make up for 
that with other skills, Potteiger said.
“The graduate degree will help many 
students become a true professional in 
their field,” Potteiger said. “In many cases, 
the degree may be the key to enter the field 
a student wants to work in. For other stu­
dents, the time spent in graduate school 
can be used to hone their skills.”
“If you want to develop as a pro­
fessional, and you want to be the best 
professional you can be, then I think 
graduate school—and quite possibly 
graduate school at Grand Valley—can 
get you there,” Potteiger said.
If students are unsure about gradu­
ate school, Potteiger said it is beneficial 
to talk to as many people as possible. 
Talking to advisers, professors or other 
professionals can help students make 
the best decision.
BOTV
CONTINUED FROM A1
Despite having lost the fun­
draising competition for the 
last seven straight years, Lak­
ers are trying to stay positive 
and maintain school spirit, said 
fSl»r ^YJMitionr-muTf pW* 
gramming chair, Sean O’Melia.
“I think that GVSU stays 
competitive by having lots of 
people who are really dedicat­
ed to the cause,” O’Melia said. 
“Once people give all that 
time and effort, the goal is to 
get people to see that they’re 
donating to a valuable cause. 
In years past, we’ve had some 
people donate a lot of that 
time and effort, but this year 
seems to (have) the most sup­
port in a while, and I hope to 
see it continue to grow.”
Last year, the Cardinals 
raised $32,000 for suicide 
awareness and prevention 
while GVSU raised a sig­
nificantly lower amount of 
$7,022 for the Grand Valley 
Children’s Fund.
“The competitive nature 
in a fundraising competi­
tion should bring out school 
spirit in people,” O’Melia 
said. “Everyone should want 
to beat SVSU.”
The slogan this year is “Go 
GRAND or Go Home,” and
O’Melia encourages students 
to “go all out” to help bring the 
fundraising trophy home.
“We’ve done so much at 
GVSU and everyone at GVSU 
knows we’re the grandest 
school,” O’Melia said. “Let’s 
prove it and get that trophy.”
Though BOV is entering its 
13th^ear; ffiis yearCeventhas 
some changes in store.
“We’re working with great 
partners who are giving us 
great opportunities at raising 
lots of money,” O’Melia said. 
"These partners include GVSU 
campus dining, the Grand 
Rapid Griffins, Evolve Apart­
ments and others.
“We’ve been working very 
hard to make this as successful 
as possible,” O’Melia said.
While the Lakers’ perfor­
mance on the football field 
has always been impressive, 
GVSU has not won the fun- 
drasing competition since 
2007. That year, Lakers raised 
$31,382 for the Helen DeVos 
Children’s Hospital, com­
pared to SVSU’s $20,000 for 
the City Rescue Mission.
In order to raise the most 
money possible, GVSU has 
multiple new events planned 
for the week, aimed at increas­
ing student engagement.
“Laker Flapjacks” will take 
place in the Kirkhof Center on 
Nov. 9 from 10 a.m. to noon,
where Lakers can purchase 
pancakes for $3 a plate. “Cap­
ture the Cardinal” will also oc­
cur for $3 outside of Kirkhof. 
From 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. “Night at 
Peppino’s” will take place.
On Nov. 10 in the Kirkhof 
Center. Laker 
“celebrities” will .* taJce'pa’rTTn 'Pie**
Day. Participants 
will be pied for 
varying prices of 
$2 to $5. Also on 
Nov. 10 is GV’s 
Got Talent, hap­
pening in the 
Cook-DeWitt 
Center at 9 p.m.
On Nov. 11, 
from 7 p.m. to 
10 p.m. in the 
Pere Marquette 
Room of the 
Kirkhof Center, an eating con­
test will occur. Teams of five 
may enter for $5.
On Nov. 12, from 7 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. in the lower level of 
the Kirkhof Center, the Cider 
Ball Tournament will happen. 
Cider Ball is a water pong tour­
nament in which people can 
register with a partner for $5 to 
win prizes. Students wishing to 
participate must register online 
on the BOV website.
All of these fundraising 
events culminate with the 
football game against SVSU
“The competitive 
nature in a 
fundraising 
competition 
should bring out 
school spirit in 
people”
SEAN O’MELIA
LAKER TRADITIONS
at 1 p.m. at Lubbers Stadium 
on Nov. 14.
Week-long events in­
clude the T-shirt sales and 
the raffle. The 2015 BOV 
shirts are $10, and the 2014 
BOV shirts are $5. Raffle 
tickets can be 
urchased for 
l"lfo7' a*sfhgTi? 
ticket and $3 
for five. Win­
ners of the raf­
fle prizes will 
be announced 
at the end of 
the week.
All of these 
events will be 
put on by the 
Laker Traditions 
Team and vari­
ous partners, in­
cluding student 
senate, the Grand Rapids Grif­
fins, GVSU campus dining, 
Spotlight Productions, Pep­
pino’s, Hello JoRo, GVSU Ath­
letics, Family Fare, the Mack 
Kite Company, Mottmans 
Greenhouse, Celebration Cin­
ema and the Office of Student 
Life. Additional donations to 
the Laker Children’s Fund may 
be made on the BOV website.
D GO TO:www.gvsu.edu/battleofthevalleysFOR MORE INFORMATION
BLACKBOARD
CONTINUED FROM A1
were two incidents this semester in 
the department resulting in one stu­
dent stating they had no knowledge 
of school policy. Hendersen said with 
most cases, purchasing notes can be 
counter-productive for the student.
“It took a while for instructors to fig­
ure out what was going on,” Hendersen 
said. “It can be dangerous for students to 
purchase notes from another student. It 
depends on the quality of the note-taker, 
but in our department we don’t want 
students only memorizing facts. They 
should know the concepts.”
In addition, Ambrose said any stu­
dent approached by someone other than 
the instructor offering supplementary
course materials should never accept 
such offers at face value. He said this ap­
plies to whether they are free or for sale. 
Instead, the individual should immedi­
ately report such activity to the instructor 
or to GVSU administration.
GO TO:
http://blt.ly/20v19Bf
FOR MORE INFORMATION
ENROLL
CONTINUED FROM A1
students who graduate and 
find employment in good pay­
ing positions.”
In terms of improvement, 
the IHEP reports shows that 
GVSU has increased its Pell 
Grant enrollment rate by 14 
percent over the past five years.
“GVSU enrolls Pell stu­
dents over its predicted rate, 
but has also experienced an 
increase in Pell enrollments 
over the last five years that 
exceed the national average,” 
Blue said. “We show improve­
ment each year in the areas 
cited, and that is important 
to remember as there’s always 
room for improvement.”
By enrolling a large number 
of low-income students, GVSU 
is fighting against a number 
of statistics that are in favor of 
high-income students.
For the example, the re­
port shows that only about 
half of low-income high 
school students end up en­
rolling in college. The ones 
who do tend to be “concen­
trated in less selective colleg­
es with fewer resources and 
lower graduation rates.”
Blue noted that a large per­
centage of low-income stu­
dents who do end up enrolling 
in college will not end up at a 
four-year institution.
“Seventy-five percent of 
non-Pell students attend four- 
year institutions, while only 
55 percent of Pell eligible stu­
dents pick four-year colleges; 
rather, they are more likely to 
attend a two-year college or a 
proprietary college,” she said. 
“The last numbers that I have 
seen, Grand Rapids Com­
munity College reported 52 
percent of their students were 
Pell-eligible”
Jesse Bernal, vice presi­
dent for Inclusion and Equity 
at GVSU, said enrolling low- 
income students continues 
GVSU’s effort toward diversi­
fying the campus.
“I applaud the work of col­
leagues in the Enrollment De­
velopment division as well as
the commitment by our pres­
ident and leadership team 
to maintain a commitment 
to low-income students and 
families in the face of state 
funding challenges,” Bernal 
said. “It truly embodies our 
prioritization of advancing 
equity and inclusion.”
REPORT: Students collaborate at the Allendale Library. Almost 35
percent of students receive the Pell Grant, gvl I kasey garvelinx
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Wayne State University and one 
at Wayne County Community 
College. The other students 
who work alongside Quicksey 
at GVSU are juniors Angel Wil­
liams and Shaylynnkinne Ivory 
and senior Sebastian Cooper.
According to their Face- 
book page, DNFL is a “group 
of college students from De­
troit. Our mission is to iden­
tify, shape, empower and 
retain the next generation of 
leadership for the city. Now is 
the time for authentic youth 
leadership to emerge.”
However, Quicksey said 
they are more than that, not­
ing that they try to bring skills 
and resources to talented youth 
leaders in hopes to renew their 
spirit of life towards their com­
munities and neighborhoods.
He devotes about 20 hours 
a week to the program, some­
times more. This includes 
writing grants and proposals, 
communicating with his team 
members, reaching out to 
sponsors and brainstorming 
strategies. The seven-student 
team talks with each other 
several days throughout the 
week and sometimes even 
daily. They video-chat, have 
conference calls and virtually 
meet through Google docs.
The reward he receives is 
well worth the time commit­
ted, he said.
“I am learning what it 
is like to lead a team, raise 
tens of thousands of dollars 
and potentially transform a 
community,” he said. “It can
TAKING ACTION: Grand Valley State University student Stepha’N Quicksey. lead organizer of the Detroit Network of Future Leaders, poses 
on campus on Oct. 30. He is the founder of the organization and works with six other college student in Michigan. GVL I KEVIN sielaff
be challenging at times, but I 
am inspired most about the 
success that can come out of 
this program.”
Quicksey plans to con­
tinue with the program after 
college and build it up. His 
vision is to see the program 
“become sustained and see it 
continue to empower young 
talent in Detroit.” After grow­
ing the program more, he sees 
himself transitioning to work 
at nonprofit businesses.
He has also learned a 
lot about himself along the 
journey, adding that it has 
been an eye-opening experi­
ence and he is grateful to the 
leaders and organizations in 
Detroit who care about De­
troit kids and their wellbe­
ing. His end goal is to run 
for elected office in Detroit.
Quicksey said he hopes he 
can bring some of his insight 
about learning and leading a 
community to GVSU.
“I would like to apply 
some of my energy and in­
sight here at Grand Valley 
and look forward to getting 
involved in a few things over 
the course of my last few se­
mesters,” he said. “GVSU also 
has tons of resources that are 
accessible to students and de­
signed for our success.”
DNFL gives students the 
opportunity to see not only 
their potential, but also the 
potential of the city of De­
troit. Quicksey said he appre­
ciates the autonomy of the 
program, knowing they can 
be authentic and genuine in 
their approach to their work.
“I know what it is like to be a 
young teen in Detroit who lacks 
confidence and see no hope of 
ever succeeding beyond cur­
rent circumstances,” he said. “I 
also know what it is like to be a 
young teen in Detroit who feels 
empowered and ready to con­
quer the world around me.”
BY JESS HODGE
JHODGE@LANTHORN.COM
tephaTl Quick­
sey is excited to 
learn and lead. 
Detroit Network 
of Future Lead­
ers (DNFL) is giving him and 
many others that opportunity.
Quicksey, 20, is in his third 
year at Grand Valley State Uni­
versity. He is studying public 
and non-profit administration, 
with a concentration in com­
munity development planning, 
and minoring in business. He 
is the founder of DNFL and 
hopes to see the program suc­
ceed for many years to come. 
He works with six other college 
students in Michigan to em­
power leaders of the next gen­
eration. Their efforts mainly 
focus on the city of Detroit.
“I wanted to find a way 
to give other young leaders 
an opportunity to have their 
voices heard and their visions 
realized,” Quicksey said. “The 
program will identify teams of 
exceptional youth leaders and 
challenge them to design in­
novative, game-changing strat­
egies to resolve the most press­
ing issues facing youth in their 
schools and neighborhoods.”
Each of the students in the 
program grew up in Detroit 
and understands the value of 
having someone invest in them 
and their future, Quicksey said. 
Including Quicksey, there are 
four students at GVSU, one at 
Ferris State University, one at
COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Laker student founds Detroit 
Network of Future Leaders
Lakers observe El Dia de los Muertos
Mexican holiday focuses on deceased family members
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REMEMBERING: Students and families gather around the altar, a Day of the Dead tradition, for the cel­
ebration of Day of the Dead at the Honors College on Allendale's Campus on Nov. 2. GVL | SARA carte
BY TAYLOR FUSSMAN
TFUSSMAN@LANTHORN.COM
rand Valley 
State University 
students, facul­
ty and commu­
nity members 
gathered to honor their de­
ceased loved ones and learn 
more about the Day of the 
Dead in a celebration held 
on campus this week.
Day of the Dead, or El 
Dia de los Muertos in Span­
ish, is a holiday celebrated 
in Mexico that focuses on 
gathering with family and 
friends to pray for and re­
member other family and 
friends who have dies.
The holiday, which is 
observed Nov. 1 and 2, 
has been celebrated on 
the GVSU campus for five 
consecutive years.
David Stark, professor of 
history and coordinator for 
the Latin America studies 
program, began the ceremony 
with an opening statement.
Stark thanked the pro­
grams involved with host­
ing the event, introduced 
Roli Mancera as the artist 
of the elaborate altar and 
finished with a short ex­
planation of the Day of the 
Dead celebrations.
“The holidays purpose is 
to pray for and remember 
family and friends that have 
died and support them on 
their journey,” Stark said. 
He added that this event 
serves as a way to culturally 
enrich and educate mem­
bers of the community.
This year, Mancera was 
invited to build the altar 
that served as the focal 
piece of the event.
Mancera built his work of 
art in the lobby of the Freder- 
ik Meijer Honors College. 
The piece included stairs 
cloaked in purple fabric with 
candles and sugar skulls 
adorning each level. Small 
paper flowers to represent 
marigolds lined the edges.
Mancera also addressed 
the sizable audience, which 
filled the staircase and the bal­
cony that overlooks the space.
Mancera explained mul­
tiple aspects of the Meso- 
American culture, specifical­
ly how the Day of the Dead is 
celebrated in the region.
One of these aspects is 
that various items, such as 
food and clothing, go along 
with the altar. People have 
the opportunity to place 
them on the altar in order to 
complete the ceremony.
“This is a feast for the spirit 
that will come,” Mancera said.
As participants placed 
items on the altar to symboli­
cally represent the feast, coor­
dinators of the event provided 
each audience member with 
a piece of sweet bread called 
pan de muerto, which is a roll 
that is traditionally baked in 
Mexico on the days leading 
up to the Day of the Dead.
GVSU students Kristen 
Miller and Katie Hoffmann 
said they had originally de­
cided to attend the event as an 
assignment for their Spanish 
class, but they were glad they 
came and had the experience.
The altar will remain stand­
ing in the lobby of the honors 
college throughout the week.
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FOOD AND BAR GUIDE 
COMING NOV. 9TH
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It’s time to get serious 
about raising more money 
for Battle of the Valleys
t seems like ev­
ery year around 
this time, the 
Lanthorn staff 
writes an edito­
rial urging the Grand Valley 
State University student pop­
ulation to get involved with 
the fundraising aspect of Bat­
tle of the Valleys, and here we 
are again. To be frank, were 
tired of writing that same 
editorial over and over.
We have more than 25,000 
undergraduate students on 
campus right now. Last year, 
we raised only $7,022 for the 
Laker Childrens Fund, while 
our longtime rival SVSU 
raised $32,000 for suicide 
awareness and prevention. 
If you divide the amount we 
collected by every student en­
rolled, it comes out to about 
28 cents per student at GVSU.
You read that right, 28 
cents per student. Barely 
more than a single quarter.
SVSU has an under­
graduate headcount of 9,766 
students — a total of 15,234 
students fewer than us. This 
means that if you divide 
their donation amount by 
each student enrolled there, 
they have raised $3.28 per 
student, a full $3 more per 
student than at GVSU.
While Battle of the Val­
leys is a fun sports rivalry, 
the underlying cause is to 
raise money and do good for 
the community around us. 
Our football team has beaten 
SVSU six out of the past seven 
years, a commendable feat, 
but our fundraising statistics 
are nowhere near that good.
If every undergraduate 
student at GVSU donates 
just ONE dollar this year, we 
would already have $25,000 
— over three times as much 
as we raised last year. We have 
not won the fundraising com­
petition since 2007. Were get­
ting dangerously close to go­
ing a decade without making 
any progress on this.
The whole idea of the 
Battle of the Valleys is to raise 
money for charity, and a little 
friendly competition never 
hurt anyone. A little goes a 
long way to help others, and 
both schools’ charities are 
more than deserving.
Students need to get mo­
tivated. They can do this by 
participating in some of the 
activities that the student 
senate and others are hosting 
throughout the week of Nov. 
8. Student senate is doing 
their part by selling T-shirts 
with a new Battle of the Val­
leys logo on it for $ 10 all week.
If you have too many T- 
shirts in your closet already, 
take part in some games, 
such as the water pong com­
petition on Thursday and the 
eating contest on Wednes­
day. These are easy and fun 
ways to get involved and con­
tribute to a good cause.
Regardless of the way 
you decide to take part, let’s 
make this year’s Battle of the 
Valleys competition about 
more than just football. Let’s 
finally turn the trend around 
and make it about giving. 
Plus, it wouldn’t hurt to 
cream SVSU both on and off 
the football field this year.
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WHAT IS A LANTHORN?
Lant • horn, n. [old English]
Lanthorn is two syllables, 
pronounced Lant-horn. It is a 
lantern that was used in mid- 
to-late 16th century Europe. It
single lens made of a thin piece 
of ox or steer horn. It was used 
for illumination and as a beacon.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn 
slogan is: "Give light and the
was constructed of leather and a people will find their own way."
GVL OPINION POLICY
The goal of the Grand Valley 
Lanthorn's opinion page is to act 
as a forum for public discussion, 
comment and criticism in the 
Grand Valley State University 
community. Student opinions 
published here do not 
necessarily reflect those of the 
paper as an entity.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn 
aims to be a safe vehicle for 
community discussion. The 
Lanthorn will not publish 
or entertain any forms of 
hate speech, but will not 
discriminate against any other 
views, opinions or beliefs. The 
content, information and views 
expressed are not approved by 
nor necessarily represent those 
of the university, its Board of 
Trustees, officers, faculty or staff.
Reader submissions on the 
opinion page appear as space 
permits, and are reserved 
for letters to the editor only,
all other reader-generated 
content can be submitted to 
the Grand Valley Lanthorn’s 
YourSpace page by emailing 
community(3)lanthorn.com.
Letters to the editor should 
include the author's full name 
and relevant title along with a 
valid email and phone number 
for confirming the identity of 
the author. Letters should be 
approximately 500-650 words 
in length, and are not edited 
by the staff of the Grand Valley 
Lanthorn outside of technical 
errors for clarity.
To make a submission, 
email at editorial@lanthorn. 
com or by dropping off your 
submission in person at:
0051 KIRKHOF CENTER 
GRAND VALLEY STATE 
UNIVERSITY 
ALLENDALE, Ml 49401 
616-826-8276
WHAT’S YOUR PROBLEM?
HAVE A PROBLEM THAT 
YOU NEED HELP SOLVING? 
SEND US AN EMAIL.
EDITORIAL@>LANTHORN.COM
Navigating India: Week eight
Visiting the not-so-golden Golden Triangle
BY RACHEL BORASHKO
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM
aturday morning, 
my travel com­
panion Allyson 
and I boarded a 
flight to Delhi. 
On the other side of that 
flight was my mom, who had 
arrived from the United States 
in the middle of the night. 
Our program has organized 
for us a week-long tour of the 
“Golden Triangle” of India- 
- Delhi, Agra and Jaipur. It is 
my only real week off during 
the semester, so my mother 
decided to come visit. We are
accompanied by another stu­
dent, Gaston, who is abroad 
here at KIIT University.
The past few days we 
have spent throughout 
Delhi. We’ve visited a num­
ber of noteworthy tourist 
destinations, from the Jama 
Masjid to the Akshardham 
Temple, yet the beauty and 
wonder of these places is 
not what sticks out to me.
For the last two months, 
Allyson and I have been in 
Kerala. Kerala has the highest 
literacy rates in the country, 
the lowest poverty rates and 
generally a higher quality of life 
by Western standards.
The shift from Kerala 
to Delhi brought more of 
a culture shock than I was 
expecting. For my mom, of 
course, the shock has been 
far worse. The poverty is 
devastating. What do you do 
when a small child, covered 
in dirty, ripped clothing 
comes tapping on your car 
window asking for rupees? 
Your heart aches, your stom­
ach turns, your jaw clenches,
your eyes fill. In the words of 
my mother, “a small twist of 
fate and your consciousness 
could be in that body.”
You can give them ru­
pees, and maybe it will help, 
but who’s to say that child 
is even working for them­
selves? The issue is larger 
than you or that child or 
whoever they may be work­
ing for. It is a systemic issue.
Last week, I saw the rich­
est temple in the world. This 
week, I saw small hands beg­
ging for money for their next 
meal. Wealth inequality has 
never been so apparent.
In the U.S., poverty is less 
prevalent, and the poverty that 
does exist is pushed under­
ground. We are usually sepa­
rated from it by far more than 
a window pane. It is talked 
about in theory, blaming the 
laziness of the lower socioeco­
nomic classes. It is not sur­
rounding us everywhere we go. 
Do not forget, however, that 
it still exists. On side streets of 
larger cities, in the shadows of 
alleys of small towns, hidden
out of sight, poverty lurks.
In my head, I hear the 
words of great Indian 
philosophers and reform­
ers preaching ideas of one 
religion, one caste and one 
people. I find myself won­
dering when Indians will 
start to do something to help 
their community members.
I wonder when the govern­
ment will start to use their 
power in favor of the people 
who need it most, then I 
wonder the same of the U.S.
We are all responsible. Do 
something to help. In our 
community, in our country, 
in our world, we can all do 
something to help, no matter 
how small or large. Do not 
forget that it is the job of each 
and every one of us to help.
It may seem silly, but 
the world is quite liter­
ally what we make of it. The 
generations before us have 
made wealth inequality and 
poverty. Let’s realize that it 
doesn’t have to be that way.
Let’s make it better.
Does education matter?
Reflections on morality and ethics in the Holocaust
BY EMILY DORAN
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM
his past Monday,
I had the oppor­
tunity to attend a 
talk given by Fred 
Lessing, a child 
survivor of the Holocaust. He 
discussed his experience as 
a Jew in hiding in the early 
1940s, his life now in relation
to the Holocaust and his opin­
ions on various issues related 
to both. Perhaps most interest­
ingly, though, Lessing raised a 
very thought-provoking ques­
tion: Does education matter? 
That is, does it have any impact 
on morality and ethics?
In order to stress why this 
question is so important, 
losing framed it with the 
following ideas: Today, nearly 
everyone - in Western culture, 
at least - knows about the 
Holocaust. We all understand, 
at least generally, the Nazis’ 
anti-Semitic ideology and the 
consequent violence which 
they committed against Jews. 
As modern-day students of the 
Holocaust, we are constantly 
striving to learn more about 
why so many ordinary’ people 
could have actively partici­
pated in or passively allowed
such horrific brutality, as well 
as whether a similar mass 
genocide could happen again, 
and, if so, what could be done 
to prevent it. In this way, then, 
education serves the noble 
purpose of promoting the dis­
semination of information and 
fostering critical analysis.
On the other hand, Lessing 
stressed that education did 
nothing to prevent the Holo­
caust in the first place. In fact, 
he said, “This was not perpe­
trated by barbarians in a primi­
tive culture. It was perpetrated 
by arguably the most devel­
oped people in the world.” He 
added that nearly all Germans 
were involved in the regime in 
some way or another, and that 
the number of Germans who 
acted against the orders of the 
Third Reich was very small 
compared to the number of
Germans who went along with 
it. Clearly, as in this case, edu­
cation did nothing to prevent 
the Holocaust.
It was in this context that 
I^essing asked his question 
about the importance of 
education (or lack thereof). 
Although he briefly admitted 
that he himself believes that 
education is indeed important, 
he only somewhat divulged 
the thought process which led 
him to reach this conclusion. 
Instead, he seemed to prefer to 
allow the audience members to 
mull over the question them­
selves and to concoct their own 
thoughts on the matter.
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VALLEY VOTE
Have you ever attended a 
GVSU sporting event other 
than a football game?
Yes 71%
No 29%
THIS ISSUE’S QUESTION
Are you going to donate to 
Battle of the Valleys?
LOG ON & VOTE
www.lanthorn.com
BLOG
Transportation tips for 
Lakers
By Kelly Smith 
www.lanthorn.com
QUESTION OF THE ISSUE: ARE YOU GOING TO DONATE TO BATTLE OF THE VALLEYS?
AMBER JOHNSON
“No. No real reason."
YEAR: Senior
MAJOR: Criminal Justice
HOMETOWN: Farmington Hills. Michigan
DAN WIETEN
"No. I don’t even know what that is."
YEAR: Senior 
MAJOR: Writing
HOMETOWN: Muskegon, Michigan
CHRISTOPHER FRACASSI
"I hadn’t planned on it. If they flat out ask for 
money, then probably not. I might buy a shirt.1
YEAR: Sophomore 
MAJOR: Computer Science 
HOMETOWN: Farmington. Michigan
JACKIE VEGA
"I didn’t even know that was a thing. I knew 
that Battle of the Valleys was a thing, but not 
about the fundraiser."
YEAR: Senior 
MAJOR: Writing
HOMETOWN: Dearborn. Michigan
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PERFORMANCE ART
Theater production notes injustice in society
BY MEGHAN MCBRADY
MMCBRADY@LANTHORN.COM
t began with arching swings. The 
baton connected again and again 
with the prone body on the pave­
ment. People screamed and rioted 
in the streets. Fists flew as cars and 
buildings burned and a nation watched with 
rapt fascination at the chaos and injustice that 
was occurring in 1990s America.
The series of riots started in April 1992 
after four Los Angeles police officers were 
acquitted with the assaulting of African 
American motorist Rodney King.
To commemorate and understand the is­
sues that led to and spurred on the 1992 LA 
riots, Grand Valley State University’s theater 
program will perform Anna Deavere Smiths 
1994 play “Twilight: Los Angeles, 1992.”
Referred to as documentary theater, GV- 
SU’s production of the Tony-nominated play 
will focus on the identities of 36 famous, in­
famous and anonymous individuals linked 
to the aftermath of the Rodney King verdict 
- some were participants within the riots, 
while many were mere witnesses.
Michael Mueller, a visiting assistant the­
ater professor at GVSU and the director of 
“Twilight: Los Angeles, 1992,” indicated 
that the 12 student actors within the pro­
duction will take on multiple roles.
“Each one of the actors are at least playing 
three different characters, and one of those 
characters are probably really close to them, 
by that I mean same gender or ethnicity,” he 
said. “Then there might be another character 
that is similar, but there is a gender swap or 
ethnicity switch that they have a handle on.”
Mueller also said the actors are also playing 
a character that is completely foreign to them - 
like having an African American woman play­
ing a Korean American man. Unconventional, 
he admits, but the story then moves beyond 
stereotyping individuals actions and instead 
focuses on their portrayal rather than race.
Commenting on how modern audiences 
are somewhat desensitized to violent acts 
within the media, Mueller stressed that letting 
the GVSU community experience hate and in­
justice through a live theatrical performance 
would then create the conversation needed to 
promote discussion and social change.
“We live in a digital age, separated (from) 
reality by a phone screen, a television moni­
tor or movie projection screen,” Mueller said. 
“Theater helps to open it up a bit, provides a 
bit more three-dimensional approach and 
perspective. In addition, this show is set differ­
ently as all the audience will be onstage and the 
actors will be coming right out from it.”
Projections will also be displayed through­
out the show to provide context and perspective 
for individuals who were not alive when the LA 
riots occurred. While the images are considered 
disturbing, something that an individual would 
not actively seek out, Mueller said, it does have 
voices of students being able to respond and 
question violence they just witnessed.
“Despite being written 22 years ago, the story 
still deals with issues that remain prevalent in to­
days societyT said Alaina Wilson, a senior theater 
major at GVSU. “Rodney King was beaten by 
police in 1991 and that conflict continues today
with cases like that of Sandra Bland - this play 
shines a light on issues people try to push under 
the rug, sharing real documents in history from 
multiple first-person accounts, which is some­
thing other forms of media can’t do.”
“Twilight: Los Angeles, 1992” is playing at the 
Louis Armstrong Theatre on Nov. 13,14,20 and 
21 at 7:30 p.m. and on Nov. 15 and 22 at 2 p.m.
Tickets are all general admission seating, 
with $1 extra at the door, and are $12 for 
adults and $10 for seniors, faculty, alumni 
and staff. Student and group tickets are $6.
SPOTLIGHT: Lindsey Normington runs through the second act of the play "Twilight: Los Angeles, 1992” 
during rehearsal on Nov. 3. The performance will focus on race riots and injustice. GVL | EMILY frye
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TIAA-CREF: Upper’s Best Overall Large Fund Company
three years in a row. For the first time ever. How? 
Our disciplined investment strategy aims to produce 
competitive risk-adjusted returns that create long-term 
value for you. Just what you’d expect from a company 
that’s created to serve and built to perform.
Learn more about our unprecedented, 
award-winning performance at TIAA.org/Perform
BUILT TO PERFORM
CREATED TO SERVE.
A
UPPER
2013
LIPPER
2014
LIPPER
2015
BEST OVERALL LARGE FUND COMPANY'
Th# L >op*' Award* ar* baaad on a '*vaw of 30 comoamaa’ 2013 
and 40 companfM' 2013 and 2014 nak-adfuatad parformanca
.............. .....
‘The Upper Award is given to the group with the lowest average decile ranking of three years' Consistent Return for eligible funds over 
the three year period ended 11/30/12,11/30/13, and 11/30/14 respectively. TIAA-CREF was ranked among 36 fund companies in 2012 
and 48 fund companies in 2013 and 2014 with at least five equity, five bond, or three mixed-asset portfolios. Past performance does 
not guarantee future results. For current performance and rankings, please visit the Research and Performance section on tiaa-cref.org. 
TIAA-CREF Individual & Institutional Services, LLC, Teachers Personal Investors Services, Inc., and Nuveen Securities, LLC, members 
FINRA and SIPC, distribute securities products. 02015 Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association of America- College Retirement 
Equities Fund (TIAA-CREF), 730 Third Avenue, New York. NY 10017. C24849B
Consider investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses carefully before investing. 
Go to tiaa-cref.org for product and fund prospectuses that contain this and other 
information. Read carefully before investing. TIAA-CREF funds are subject to market 
and other risk factors.
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WALKING BEYOND OUR ANCESTOR’S FOOTSTEPS: 
AN URBAN NATIVE AMERICAN EXPERIENCE
Grand Valley’s Kutsche Office of Local History has teamed 
up with local organizations as part of the Gi-gikinomaage- 
min (We are all teachers) Project to create an oral history 
project that aims to create the first archival collection 
focused on the urban native experience in West Michigan. 
The exhibit, which opened Tuesday in the Mary Idema 
Pew Library exhibition space, looks at how Native 
Americans in the Grand Rapids area built their commu­
nity.
The project will also host a campus dialogue discussion 
on Nov. 18 from 6-8 p.m. in the same space in the Mary 
Idema Pew Library.
The exhibition is sponsored by the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs, the Native American Advisory Board, GVSU 
Special Collections and Archives, the Grand Rapids Public 
Library and the Grand Rapids Public Museum and runs 
through the month of November. After that, the project 
can be seen at the Grand Rapids Public Library from Jan.
4 until Jan. 21 of next year.
TO SUSTAIN A CONTINENT: AN EXPLORATION OF 
SOUTH AFRICAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
A new exhibition opened in the Blue Wall Gallery in the 
DeVos Center on Nov. 2. During spring and early summer of 
this year, GVSU student Hannah Mico participated in a study 
abroad program in South Africa.
While abroad, Mico explored and studied resource 
management issues that confronted the communities 
surrounding the Kruger National Park and the wildlife 
within the nature reserve.
Mico saw conditions and special circumstances that spoke 
to broader, more worldwide issues. While immersed in this 
new culture, she took photographs that she arranged into her 
exhibit, titled “To Sustain a Continent.” The exhibit combines 
these photos with Mico’s own observations about her experi­
ence in South Africa.
SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL STUDENT COMPETITION
This Saturday, GVSU’s theater department will host the 
Shakespeare Festival’s student competition from noon 
until 2 p.m. in the Loosemore Auditorium in the DeVos 
Center. The competition recognizes talented students 
throughout the university that will be judged by a com­
mittee of jurors.
The awards are $100 for first place, $75 for second and 
$50 for third in each category. Admission is free to the 
event.
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/theatre.
RACE AND BEAUTY IN BRAZILIAN SOCCER: A 
TROUBLED PAST
GVSU’s Latin American studies department is hosting a 
lecture from professor Roger Kittleson from the depart­
ment of history at Williams College. The lecture will 
focus on the race, masculinity and science of Brazilian 
soccer in the 50s through the 70s to build on his book, 
U3“The,CQuntry,,of,F90.tball: Soccq; and, the Making of 
Modern Brazil."
Kittleson’s book focuses on playing style and fan culture. 
The event is open for everyone but especially beneficial 
for students interested in history, sports or the history of 
soccer. The lecture will take place in Kirkhof Center Room 
2215 and is LIB 100/201 approved.
FACULTY ARTIST TRUMPET RECITAL
Trumpet professor Alex Wilson is giving a recital on 
Nov. 8. Wilson’s performance includes “L’esprit de la 
trompette” by James M. Stephenson, "Concerto No. 2 
for trumpet” by Anthony Plog, "Sonata for trumpet and 
piano” by Brendan Collins and "Trumpet concerto” by 
Oskar Bohme. The performance is open to the public 
and will take place in the Sherman Van Solkema Hall in • 
the Performing Arts Center at 4 p.m.
CLUES ACROSS
1. Domestic cat 
6. Picasso's mistress Dora 
10. Bounces over water
14. Calculators
15. Jeopardized
17. Voice of Dory
19. Guided
20. Ribonucleic acid (abbr.)
21. Evenings prior to
22. French river into Ghent
23. Inspires wonder
24. Sacred bull of Egypt
26. Am. sable
29. Liquid body substances
31. Singer Nat King
32. Expression of disgust
34. Oil cartel
35. Mentums
CLUES DOWN
1. Far east weight unit
2. Competent
3. Bare or unadorned
4. Bridge building degree
5. Other side of yang (Chinese)
6. Personal manners
7. Am. Mountain Guide Assoc.
8. Imitate
9. Acts of reclamation
10. Most critical
11. Brews
12. Foot (Latin)
13. South Dakota
16. Hero-worship
18. Removes moisture
22. NY Hamptons location 
(initials)
23. Egyptian god of life
24. Sponing venue
25. Campaign funding group
27. Plural of 30 down
28. Captures
29. Turf
37. City of Danao island
38. Place of refuge
39. Fancy ottoman
40. 20th Hebrew letter
41. Alleviating 
43. Tangles
45. London gallery
46. Pouchlikc structure
47. Citizen of Copenhagen
48. Swiss river
49. Denotes three
52. Treatment for addicts
56. Inheritable by rules
57. Stalin's predecessor
58. N. Mexico artist colony
59. Initials of 1st American 
woman in space
60. Afrikaans
30. Fencing sword
31. Cost, insurance and freight 
(abbr.)
33. Expression of bafflement
35. Frames of reference
36. Very large
37. Old TV screen tube 
39. Keyboard instruments
42. Governments
43. Fashion designer Jacobs
44. Carrier’s invention
46. Cruise
47. Art____ style of design
48. From a distance
49. Rock singer Turner
50. Chum
51. Hotels
52. Genetic info carrier
53. Irritate
54. Also on the option key
55. Steeped beverage
56. Indicates position
HOMECOMING
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BREAKING BARRIERS: Darian “Dee” Ferrell, of Macomb, was crowned GVSU’s 2015 Homecoming Regent at last weekend’s homecoming 
football game. Ferrell is also president of her sorority and on track to get her Ph.D. in psychology after graduating, gvl | luke holmes
Homecoming regent caps off senior year with win
BY MADDIE FORSHEE
LAKERUFE@LANTHORN.COM
etting the chance to represent 
a university and its commu­
nity is a once-in-a-lifetime 
chance for many students. 
Grand Valley State Univer­
sity’s Homecoming Regent is one of the few 
ways that students can elect each other to 
represent the values that make Lakers great.
This year, senior psychology stu­
dent Darian “Dee” Ferrell was crowned 
Homecoming Regent. After a week of 
interviews and voting, Ferrell was vot­
ed to represent GVSU as a student that 
exemplifies the school’s values.
Ferrell, a Macomb native, is not only 
Homecoming Regent - she’s president of 
her sorority, Delta Zeta, a student assistant 
in the Dean of Students Office and she’s in 
the McNair Scholars Program.
Ferrell chose to represent the McNair 
Scholars Program during the nomination 
process. Though she is an active member 
in Greek life and used to be an R.A., both 
of which are popular ways to get nomi­
nated, Ferrell wanted to give back to an 
organization that gave so much to her.
“It got me serious about my future, it 
kind of gave me a path,” Ferrell said. “You 
get a set plan of what you’re gonna do and 
how you’re gonna do it, it makes your 
goals really attainable and achievable.”
The McNair Scholars Program is a grant- 
funded program that aims to take first-gen­
eration, low-income or underrepresented 
students and put them on track to earning 
a doctorate degree in their respective fields.
The program teams students up with a 
mentor during a 12-week program during 
summer break to do research related to 
the students’ fields of study. The program 
also offers public speaking support, GRE 
prep and trips to graduate schools and 
professional conferences. The program 
only works with 34 students each year, 
and the small size is what made Ferrell 
want to give the group more recognition.
“I wanted to show the university 
and the campus what our organiza­
tion does,” Ferrell said.
Dolli Lutes, the director of the Mc­
Nair Scholars Program, said that she 
was excited that Ferrell chose to repre­
sent the small organization rather than 
any other organization that she’s part of.
“I think she’s a wonderful student and 
she’s very active in student life,” Lutes said. 
“But the other side of academia is academia, 
so she was putting forth that part of it”
Active in student life takes on a new 
meaning with Ferrell. Though she is a 
full time student, Ferrell is also the pres­
ident of Delta Zeta, the sisterhood she’s 
been active in since her freshman year.
“I always say I’ve probably made three 
great choices in my short life,” she said. 
“One was choosing Grand Valley, second 
was deciding to rush and three was choos­
ing Delta Zeta. It’s just the right fit for me.”
As soon as she joined, Ferrell said she 
stepped right in, wanting to take on any 
roles that she could right away. As a per­
son who tries to stay committed to her 
faith, Ferrell became the chapter chaplain.
“That’s how I got my foot in the door of 
leadership,” she said. “I’ve worked toward 
becoming president since sophomore year.”
Her sophomore year, Ferrell, who had 
also just become an R.A., took the chair 
of parent and alumni communications for 
Delta Zeta, keeping Ferrell active and busy.
Continuing her leadership career, 
Ferrell was an R.A. again her junior year. 
She also took on the role of Rho Gamma 
for fall sorority recruitment, which is a 
role that takes Greek women and disaf­
filiates them during recruitment so they 
can act as mentors for rushing girls.
During the winter semester of her ju­
nior year, Ferrell officially 
took the title of president 
for Delta Zeta and became 
the first black woman to 
ever take on that role.
“To be the first African 
American president of my 
chapter was really touching 
and just showed that you can 
make a difference if you be­
lieve you can,” she said.
President, scholar, stu­
dent worker and R.A. - Fer­
rell said she started to get 
overwhelmed and that she 
had to decide on what to do.
She ultimately decided that 
she would not return to being an R.A. and 
instead live in her sorority house.
Throughout her time at GVSU, one of 
Ferrell’s mentors was Marlene Kowalski- 
Braun, who has worked with Ferrell in the 
Dean of Students Office for three years. 
Kowalski-Braun said that Ferrell is exem­
plary in all areas and that she’s supported 
Ferrell in any decision she’s made.
“It’s been really fun to watch (Fer­
rell) expand her own leadership and her 
thinking on a variety of issues and really 
take advantage of everything that GVSU 
has to offer,” she said. “In the process of 
doing that, not only has she gained, but
we have also gained as a campus com­
munity from her contributions... What a 
perfect person (to be nominated regent).”
After being nominated, candidates go 
through an interview process in the Office 
of Student Life. During the week of home­
coming, all of the potential regents are ser­
enaded by their respective organizations, 
and the best serenades are given formal 
invitations to be in the top 10 regents.
Ferrell’s serenade didn’t go exactly 
as planned. Many of the McNair Schol­
ars live off campus, so no one was able 
to attend the event. Ferrell said that she 
accepted it as fate that she wouldn’t ad­
vance to top 10, but in a turn of events, 
her sorority sisters from Delta Zeta and 
their homecoming teammate, Sigma Phi 
Epsilon, stepped up and serenaded her.
“It was so sweet and touching,” she 
said. “(But) I still wasn’t expecting to 
be in the top 10”
Yet she was chosen to be one of the top 
10 candidates. Once they are announced, 
voting opens to the public. Ferrell said 
that at that point, she was still convinced 
that she didn’t have a chance.
Homecoming Regent was announced 
right before the homecoming football 
game against Findlay on Oct. 24. The 10 
nominees stood out on the 
football field, and when they 
introduced themselves, Fer­
rell was holding hands with 
Shannon Blood, who was 
standing right beside her.
When Ferrell’s name 
was announced, her jaw 
dropped. She couldn’t 
believe it.
“I will never forget that 
moment,” she said. “It was 
such a validating, hum­
bling, exciting and nerve- 
wracking moment and I 
thank Grand Valley for it.” 
Ferrell said she’s learned 
a lot about herself during the process. As 
a student leader, she said, people may not 
realize the sacrifices they’re making to be 
the best they can be in any role. Taking on 
that much responsibility is hard, and Ferrell 
said that people recognizing her hard work 
has helped her be a better leader.
“It taught me to keep believing in my­
self and know that I don’t need to be up­
set (about) the little things,” she said. “I’ve 
learned to appreciate the small moments 
and be happy with what I’ve done.”
So what’s the next hat for Ferrell to 
add to her impressive collection? Her 
graduation cap.
“It was such 
a validating, 
humbling, exciting 
and nerve- 
wracking moment 
and I thank Grand 
Valley for it.”
DEE FERRELL 
HOMECOMING REGENT
SPOTLIGHT PRODUCTIONS
GV’s Got Talent
BY RACHEL HUCK
RHUCK@LAN THORN. COM
potlight Pro­
ductions’ third 
annual GV’s 
Got Talent 
competition is 
next week, and this year, 
the organization is hoping 
to engage the Grand Valley 
State University community 
in donating to a good cause.
“Our biggest goal for GV’s 
Got Talent is to allow people 
to showcase talents that might 
not necessarily fit into what 
happens at an open mic night 
or Saturday Night Dive,” said 
(anelle Shankin, coordinator of 
the event. “We want to give all 
of the students of Grand Valley
the opportunity to showcase 
any talent they have.”
GV’s Got Talent is a talent 
showcase for the entire GVSU 
community, focused on bring­
ing attention to the talent on 
campus that may have gone 
unnoticed otherwise. All of 
the donations from the event 
will benefit the Battle of the 
Valleys’ fundraising effort.
“This year’s event is going 
to be different because we have 
some brand new talent that 
are bringing new and unique 
acts to the table,” said Hannah 
Brown, events and traditions 
chair for Spotlight Produc­
tions. “With new acts every 
year, there is always something 
that makes the event stand out 
from the previous ones.
BREAK A LEG: The band West And Run compete for the grand
prize at the first annual GV’s Got Talent in 2013. GVL I ARCHIVE
“These are not people we 
invite into our community 
to provide entertainment,” 
Brown said. “We are utiliz­
ing the insane amounts of 
talent that already exists here 
and giving those students a 
chance to express themselves 
and show off their talent to 
the Laker community.”
By combining entertain­
ment aspects with the op­
portunity to donate to a 
good cause, GV’s Got Talent 
promotes active engagement 
within the GVSU commu­
nity in a fun, exciting way.
“We hope that the contes­
tants will have a wonderful 
experience being able to share 
their talents,” said Brown. “We 
have other events throughout 
the year that also give Lakers 
opportunities so show their 
talents, so hopefully the contes­
tants will want to continue to 
utilize and grow their talents.”
Battle of the Valleys, the 
annual football game between 
rivals GVSU and Saginaw Val­
ley State University, is also a 
week of fundraising against 
SVSU. The week surrounding 
the football game is presented 
by the laker Traditions Team 
and aims to raise funds for the 
Laker Children’s Fund.
“We thought asking for do­
nations at a talent show would 
be a good way to get students 
involved with the fundraising 
for the event,” Shankin said. 
“We hope attendees feel like 
they get to contribute to the 
fundraising of Battle of the 
Valleys and get to help make 
a difference.”
Historically, GVSU has 
not been able to raise as much 
money as its rival school, but 
Spotlight hopes to help in any 
way they can. GV’s Got Talent 
is free to attend, but there is a 
suggested dollar per vote.
“We hope to showcase all 
kinds of talent, from dancing 
and singing to beatboxing,” 
Shankin said. “We hope most 
of all that the contestants have 
fun when they perform.”
Shankin said that although 
the event began two years ago, 
last year was the first in which 
donations went toward Battle 
of the Valleys, and this year 
she and others hope to see 
even more success.
Donations to the Laker 
Children’s Fund can also 
be made at any time during 
Battle of the Valley’s week, 
which runs Nov. 8 through 
Nov. 14. GV’s Got Talent will 
be held on Nov. 10 at 9 p.m. 
in the Cook-DeWitt Center.
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QUICK HITS
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WOMEN'S SOCCER RE­
CLAIMS TOP RANKING
The Grand Valley State 
women’s soccer team is once 
again on top of the National 
Soccer Coaches Association of 
America (NSCAA) Division II 
college soccer rankings.
The Lakers were ranked the 
No. 1 team in the country in the 
preseason rankings, however, 
after a season-opening loss, 
they dropped down to No.
12. Ever since, No. 1 GVSU has 
worked its way back to the top.
The Lakers have won 17 
straight games, along with 
the GLIAC regular season 
title. Gannon University was 
the previous holder of the No. 
1-ranking until it lost an unde­
feated record this past week.
GVSU topped Malone 
6-0 in the first round of the 
GLIAC playoffs on Tuesday at 
home, and will take on Ohio 
Dominican in the semifinals at 7 
p.m. on Friday at home.
GVSU DEFENDER RECEIVES 
GLIAC HONORS
Sophomore defender 
Shannon Quinn has been 
recognized by the GLIAC as 
the women’s soccer Defensive 
Player of the Week.
The Grand Rapids, Michigan 
native was a vital part of Grand 
Valley State’s shutout victory to 
end the regular season against 
Ferris State. The Lakers al­
lowed just one shot on goal to 
preserve the team’s 12th shutout 
of the season.
The win gave the Lakers an 
undefeated conference record 
at 12-0. Quinn has started 
every match this season for the 
Lakers, who have allowed just 
seven goals in 17 games. The 
2015 defense ties the GVSU 
2013 team for the fewest goals 
allowed in GLIAC play over the 
course of a season.
LAKER FOOTBALL DROPS 
TO NO. 17 AFTER LOSS
After suffering its second 
defeat of the season, the Grand 
Valley State football team 
dropped in the latest American 
Football Coaches’ Association 
Division II Top 25 Poll.
The Lakers fell to No. 17 in the 
latest rankings, released Nov. 2, 
following their 45-31 loss at No. 5 
Ashland.
Ferris State slots in at No. 3, 
while fellow GLIAC foe Michigan 
Tech fell to No. 22 following an 
overtime loss against Tiffin over 
the weekend.
The Lakers next game is on 
the road on Saturday as they 
take on Tiffin (5-4, 4-4 GLIAC).
GALLAGHER NAMED SWIM­
MER OF THE WEEK
Grand Valley State swimmer 
Emily Gallagher recently earned 
GLIAC honors as she was named 
the GLIAC Swimmer of the 
Week following her performance 
against Northern Michigan at 
home on Oct. 31.
The junior earned individual 
wins in the 50 freestyle and the 
200 breaststroke, and contribut­
ed a strong time in GVSU’s team 
win in the 400 medley relay.
Gallagher is the fifth Laker to 
win the award this season,
The Lakers (4-1) next compete 
at Indianapolis on Nov. 14.
VARSITY SCHEDULE
iimiiimmmmiimiimmiiiiiimiimiiminimiiiiii
FOOTBALL
Saturday 1:30 p.m. at Tiffin
SOCCER
Friday 7:00 p.m. vs Ohio 
Dominican
Sunday vs GLIAC Finals
VOLLEYBALL
Friday 7:00 p.m. vs Northwood
Saturday 4:00 p.m. vs Lake 
Superior State
CROSSCOUNTRY
Saturday at NCAA Division II 
Midwest Regional Championships 
(Evansville, Indiana)
VOLLEYBALL
SOARING: Staci Brower (21) attempts to spike the ball over two Ferris State blockers in Grand Valley State’s five-set loss to the Bulldogs at Fieldhouse Arena in Allen­
dale on Nov. 3. The Lakers led by two sets early on in the contest, but dropped three consecutive sets to lose in a heartbreaker to the rival Bulldogs. GVL I LUKE HOLMES
‘Total disappointment’
Lakers take loss in five-set match against Ferris State
BY ALEX EISEN
A E!SEN@LA N THORN. COM
he Grand Valley State volleyball 
team had No. 5 Ferris State on the 
ropes in front of a lively crowd in­
side Fieldhouse Arena, but failed to 
connect on the knockout punch, •■•■m 
In a rematch between conference arch rivals, 
GVSU (16-9, 10-4 GLIAC) took the opening two 
sets, but didn’t put forth enough to finish the Bull­
dogs off. FSU (24-2,13-1 GLIAC) stormed back to 
win the final three sets to defeat the Lakers 3-2, by 
scores of 23-25,23-25,25-21, 25-22, 15-13.
“Total disappointment. There is no moral vic­
tory at all in going five (sets) with them,” said 
GVSU head coach Deanne Scanlon. “We contin­
ued to let them get back into the match and we 
had players not make adjustments needed.”
GVSU lost in four sets at FSU earlier in the 
season, but this defeat had more resemblance to
dark past of the 2013 Midwest Regional Cham­
pionship match, where the Lakers did the exact 
same thing - won the first two sets and let the 
Bulldogs come back to take it in five.
Scanlon needed to settle the Lakers down early 
in the contest by calling a timeout early in the first 
set as the offense wasn’t having any success (-.143 
hitting percentage). GVSU regrouped to hit .304 
in the first frame with a match-high 20 kills.
The Lakers fought back in the opening frame 
on multiple occasions. FSU steadily maintained 
a two-to-three point cushion before Laker fresh­
man Staci Brower took over late in the frame.
Brower was unstoppable at the net with seven 
kills on nine attacking attempts, as she closed out the 
first set by knocking down GVSU’s last three points.
Brower showed her presence again, this 
time defensively, in the early stages of the sec­
ond set, factoring in three consecutive blocks 
to give GVSU an early 8-6 lead.
FSU keyed in on Brower for the rest of the match.
GVSU, however, continued to push the 
middle of the court, as senior middle blocker 
Kaleigh Lound led the team in kills (17), at­
tacks (41) and total points (17.5).
Even the setters, freshman Taylor Stewart 
and sophomore Katie Olson, were finding 
holes in the FSU defense in first two sets as 
they notched four combined kills. Olson led 
the Lakers in assists (36), and added 22 digs.
Senior libero Taylor Shomin finished with a team- 
high 25 digs. The defensive was solid early, holding 
FSU to a .194 hitting percentage and nine kills in set 
one, but slowly fell apart as the match wore on.
“I thought the defense was good the first two 
sets and then we just got lackadaisical in the last 
three (sets),” Shomin said. “We stuck to our scout­
ing report in the first two games and then we just 
resorted to what was comfortable and not going 
with what we needed to do. (We) played it safe.”
SEE VOLLEYBALL | A8
PREVIEW
Storming the castle
No. 17 GVSU heads to Ohio in GLIAC game against the Tiffin Dragons
LOCKED IN: Laker senior wide receiver Jamie Potts walks on the 
field during a GVSU game vs Findlay on Oct. 17. GVL I EMILY frye
BY ADAM KNORR
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM
he Grand Valley State football 
team took a step back last week 
in a 45-31 loss to No. 5 Ashland.
The No. 17 Lakers will have 
to take a step or two forward 
each of the last two weeks of the season as 
2015 NCAA Division II playoffs loom.
“I have no doubt that our team’s going 
to come together,” said run­
ning back Kirk Spencer. “We’re 
a team that comes together 
when we’re faced with adver­
sity. We just have to make sure 
that we can’t let the (Ashland) 
loss amount to another loss.”
GVSU’s first move forward 
will come this weekend against 
Tiffin (5-4,4-4 GLIAC) on Sat­
urday in Tiffin, Ohio.
Tiffin has a strong offense 
that starts and ends with junior . 
quarterback Antonio Pipkin, 
who is in his third season call­
ing the shots for the Dragons.
Pipkin is a dual-threat option, but 
the Lakers have seen his like before.
The junior leads the team in rush­
ing yards with 703 on 106 attempts, to 
go with eight touchdowns. While Pipkin 
is plenty comfortable in open space, the 
pocket doesn’t unnerve him either.
Pipkin has completed 64 percent of his 
passes for 2,629 yards and 25 touchdowns. His 
five interceptions suggest that, if his receivers
are locked down by the opposing secondary, 
he’s happy to tuck and run down field.
“We have a lot of great quarterbacks 
in this conference this year and he’s one of 
them,” said GVSU head coach Matt Mitchell. 
“He can beat you not only with his arm but 
he can beat you with his feet too. He’s a bas­
ketball player and he’s a very good athlete.”
GVSU has seen mobile quarterbacks 
in Southwest Baptist’s Trent Edwards 
III, Ferris State’s Jason Vander Laan 
and, to an extent, Michigan 
Tech’s Brandon Cowie.
GVSU’s pass rush, a strength 
all season, forces quarterbacks 
to make quick decisions or flee 
the pocket for fear of an unwel­
come introduction to the turf. 
Pipkin may be at his most dan­
gerous outside of the pocket, 
so it will be up to GVSU’s line­
backers to corral Pipkin before 
he hits the deep levels of the 
Laker defense.
Pipkin spreads the ball 
around to a trio of expe­
rienced receivers - Pedro 
Correa, Charles Holland and Tony Shead 
- each of whom have 45 catches or more 
in 2015. The Laker secondary was shred­
ded by Ashland’s strong passing attack last 
week, and will have to bounce back and 
lock down a number of receiving threats 
to limit the Dragons’ dynamic offense and 
prevent explosive plays.
SEE PREVIEW | A8
“We’re a team 
that comes 
together when 
we’re faced with 
adversity.”
KIRK SPENCER 
GVSU RUNNING BACK
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SWIM AND DIVE
SPEEDING AWAY: Senior Gianni Ferrero swims in the butterfly event during Grand Valley State's first meet on Oct. 10. Ferrero, a native of Germany, has become a top swimmer for the Lakers in 2015 following 
strong performances his first few years at GVSU. Ferrero and the Lakers are off to a strong start in 2015 and have goals of becoming Great Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic Conference champions. GVi | Emily F9YE
Ferrero leads, builds on team aspect of Laker swim and dive
BY BRADY MCATAMNEY
BMC A TA MNE Y(a)LAN THORN. COM
n Christmas Day 2012, Andy Boyce, head coach of 
the Grand Valley State swim and dive team, received 
a future-altering present, as a 20-year-old native of Id- 
stein, Germany arrived on campus for the first time. 
That 20-year-old was now-senior Gianni Ferrero. 
His arrival on campus set him up for his first solo encounter with 
the world outside of Europe.
d'WriiVt Ferterb is'extfemetyfarhilidfwith. Last season, 
he earned six All-American honors for outstanding performance 
in the pool, and has his name on the GVSU record-board a stag­
gering 16 times among a variety of categories.
And Ferrero is only improving.
“Its like a senior year mentality. I’m more focused, I’m getting 
more sleep and I’m eating healthy’’ Ferrero said. “I’m 99.9 percent 
sure that it’s all going to pay off?’
While Ferrero’s talent is readily apparent, it’s not the only quality 
that has led him to this level of success. As a senior captain for the 
team, he knows his role to motivate teammates and push for team 
improvement.
His fellow Lakers recognize it, too.
“(Watching Gianni swim) is extremely motivating. He’ll finish 
his race, get out of the water, shake everyone’s hands, and come 
over to one of us who might not be as fast and say ‘hey, you can do 
this on your race, and I saw your turn wasn’t as good as it can be, so
if you fix that you’ll improve in the pool’, it’s great because he’s had 
great success, but he wants that for us too,” said junior Jenn Priebe.
“He’s a motivator. A coach.”
Ferrero knows his role as a quasi-coach, and embraces it. His 
motivation doesn’t come in the form of fiery pump-up speeches, 
but rather in the form of his lean frame zipping through the water 
to lead the Lakers in the pool.
“What I can really do well is communicate with the coaches and 
really address the team,” Ferrero said. “I can push people in prac­
tice by leading by example. I just (love to) get people going.”
' ’ Ferrero’s transition from a lifetime Gefrrifirt td1 if ntto-Latkkt' fof ' 
a Lifetime didn’t come as easily as the breaststroke. From acclimat­
ing to the culture of the U.S. to truly learning English (he took nine 
years of classes back home, but he admits he did not learn much), 
things were difficult for Ferrero.
However, one of the pleasant adjustments came in transitioning 
to the Laker swim team from his squad back home.
“Everything (was different). We don’t have college sports (in 
Germany). If you want to do any kind of sport, you have to do a 
club. There, it’s more of an individualistic sport. You might cheer 
your teammates on, but it’s not the team spirit you have here,” he 
said.
“The reason the internationals swim so fast here at the begin­
ning is because they’re not used to having a team cheer you on like 
this. You might not think it’s that big, but it’s actually huge.”
The teammate support has changed Ferrero’s swimming game 
from the inside out. Back in Germany, tough meets or practices 
left him mentally weak and crumbling at key moments. Now, as
a Laker, mental toughness is a strength. Meet after meet, practice 
after practice, Ferrero has dozens of teammates screaming for him 
when he does well, and helping him return to form when he comes 
up short.
While the swimming stud seems to be eternally focused and 
down-to-business, he admits to looking silly at time before races. 
In a sort of pre-meet ritual, Ferrero bounces around near the start­
ing block and smacks himself to get energy and adrenaline pump­
ing.
“It goes so far that I have bruises... It’s just generating energy and 
ladfenaline,” Ferrero said.1
Ferrero’s GVSU career is winding to a close, as this will be his fi­
nal season as a Laker. However, he admits he is beginning to come 
to terms with it.
“Swimming has been with me my entire life. I couldn’t imagine 
to just stop swimming completely, but I’m starting to be OK with 
being done at this competitive level,” Ferrero said. “I have NCAA 
nationals in March, and then Germany nationals back home in 
May. After that, that’s my final point for my active swimming ca-
nreer.
Though Ferrero may not have a competitive swimming career 
after college does not mean he’ll no longer be a swimmer. He looks 
forward to opportunities to hit the water recreationally.
Heed this warning: If Gianni Ferrero ever turns up at a pool 
party in the future, do not challenge him to a race.
Odds are he’ll shake, smack and speed his way to yet another 
easy victory.
WORD SCRAMBLE
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VOLLEYBALL
CONTINUED FROM A7
Junior Megan Vander Meer 
was the catalyst behind the FSU 
rally, coming up with 19 kills 
in the final three sets. Vander 
Meer ended with a match-high 
30 points.
Senior Betsy Ronda had 12 . 
kills and 20 digs, but couldn’t 
capitalize when the pressure 
was on.
“We made errors and need­
ed to make a big play?’ Ronda 
said. “We resorted to our old 
ways. We got caught up in the 
moment and tried to get power 
swings instead of being smart.”
GVSU jumped out to a 5-2 
lead in the fifth set and got the 
crowd back into the match.
Then, the Lakers got aced 
on serve, put digs into the net 
and smashed a couple balls out 
of play.
Combined with a couple of 
lengthy rallies and it was the 
Bulldog supporters that made
the noise.
The Lakers left stunned on 
their home court, losing the fi­
nal set, 15-13.
“When it comes down to it 
in the end, the plays that were 
on the seniors’ hands in the 
fifth set were errors,” Scanlon 
said. “In those moments you 
have to have your best perfor­
mance and in the end we had 
nobody stepping up perform 
and no seniors giving leader­
ship.
“We still have young kids
out there - three freshmen and 
a sophomore - and they need 
leadership. They need to be 
shown how it’s done. They need 
to have their nerves calmed.”
The Lakers have two more 
home matches this week­
end inside Fieldhouse Arena 
against Northwood (11-14, 7-7 
GLLAC) on Nov. 6 at 7 p.m. and 
Lake Superior State (0-21,0-14 
GLLAC) on Nov. 7 at 4 p.m. be­
fore finishing off the conference 
regular season on the road next 
week.
GROUP EFFORT: The Grand Valley State volleyball team prepares to break out of the huddle during its match against Ferris State on Nov. 3 
at the Fieldhouse Arena in Allendale. The Lakers were unable to put away the Bulldogs and lost in a heartbreaker. gvl | LUKE holmes
PREVIEW
CONTINUED FROM A7
Defensively, Tiffin boasts the top pass­
ing defense in the GLLAC in terms of yards 
allowed.
Laker quarterback Bart Williams has 
put together a string of quality starts in re­
cent weeks. Williams shows no reluctance 
to throw the deep ball, and receivers Matt 
Williams, Jamie Potts and Nick Dodson
have complied with his attempts to hit the 
home run ball.
“Bart Williams right now is playing 
well, playing very confident,” Mitchell said. 
“I think we have a great collection of wide 
receivers that are all working together and 
were getting production out of a lot of dif­
ferent guys in our passing game.”
GVSU could again be without star 
wideout Brandon Bean, who has been side­
lined with an ankle injury since Oct. 17.
The lakers will need to win out to have
a shot at making the playoffs. Following the 
contest against Tiffin, GVSU will square off 
against Saginaw Valley State (1-8, 1-7 GLI- . 
AC) at home in the Battle of the Valleys. In ~ 
years past, the Cardinals have been a fbrmi- - 
dable opponent for the Lakers. This likely 
won’t be the case in 2015. Tiffin should be ; 
GVSUs last true test for the regular season.
Kickoff is scheduled for 1:30 p.m. on 
Saturday at Frost-Kalnow Stadium in Tif­
fin, Ohio.
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CELEBRATION: Junior Katie Klunder jumps for joy after opening the scoring with the game’s first goal. Grand Valley State defeated Malone in the first round of the GLIAC tournament with a final score of 6-0 on 
Nov. 4 in Allendale. The Lakers move on to the GLIAC semifinals where they will square off vs Ohio Dominican in a home matchup. The Lakers have not lost in conference play this season. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF
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WORKING AS ONE: Brandon Revenberg (57) celebrates with his teammates following a play during
Grand Valley State’s Oct. 17 matchup against Michigan Tech at Lubbers Stadium. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF
Lakers dominate Malone in first round of GLIAC tournament
BY BEAU TROUTMAN
BTROUTMAN@LANTHORN.COM
resh off of winning the GLIAC 
regular season title, top-seeded 
Grand Valley State (17-1, 14-0 
GLIAC) went back to work Tues­
day night in the opening round 
of the GLIAC tournament against eighth- 
seeded Malone (7-13, 5-8 GLIAC).
The Lakers took an easy win, 6-0 to ad­
vance to the semifinal round.
The Pioneers were overmatched by a su­
perior Laker team that controlled the ball 
for the entirety of the game. GVSU had 21 
shots on goal, while the Pioneers had just 
one shot, which did not go on net.
As has been the norm this season, the 
Lakers didn’t allow a single corner kick', tak­
ing a 15-0 advantage on the set pieces.
“We talk all the time about our players
being problem solvers, not problem identifi­
ers, because soccer is a game where coaches 
don’t have timeouts to set up a play or reor­
ganize,” said GVSU head coach Jeff Hosier. 
“I thought today in the first half was the first 
time we’ve done that in a while.
Senior Katie Klunder got things started 
with a goal on a cross from the left baseline 
just over five minutes into the game. Two 
minutes later, junior Jayma Martin added 
another goal from the middle of the box to 
give the Lakers a quick 2-0 advantage.
The Lakers got two more goals in the first 
half, courtesy Marti Corby and Gabriella Men- 
cotti. In the second half, Kendra Stauffer and 
Samantha Riga added goals of their own.
Stauffer had a big night for the Lakers, rack­
ing up three assists to go with her goal.
• “She was taking players on, she was a little 
more eager to get in behind the back line today, 
which is how she ultimately scored,” Hosier said. 
“(Kendra) is active. She’s on the ball and wants
to get at goal. She is awfully difficult to stop.”
Laker goalkeeper Emily Maresh didn’t see any 
action in net, as the only Malone shot of the night 
sailed wide. Maresh has become accustomed to 
strong defensive play from the rest of the team.
“Obviously our defense has been playing 
really well lately,” she said. “We’re a solid back 
line, and the girls have just been really able to 
connect with the center-mids and the forwards. 
They haven’t let much get past them. Them be­
ing really organized has really helped the team.”
With today’s win, GVSU will advance to 
the semifinal round and play No. 4 Ohio 
Dominican (10-8, 8-4 GLIAC) this Fri­
day. The Panthers defeated No. 5 Northern 
Michigan 3-0 in the first round.
Despite GVSU’s lopsided victory, Hosier 
thinks his team has plenty to work on.
“It’s going to be creativity of movement 
on and off the ball, finishing our chances we 
have, because I don’t think we’ll see as many 
chances as we’ve had the last two matches,”
he said. “We’ve got to be more organized 
defensively. Everything was so offensive- 
minded the last two matches, or defensive 
organization wasn’t as good.
“Ohio Dominican is a team (that) will 
make you pay for that.”
GVSU defeated ODU on the road 3-0 ear­
lier this season. Should the Lakers win on 
Friday, they’ll play the winner of No. 2 Ferris 
State and No. 3 Ashland in the tournament 
championship match.
As the top seed and presumed favorite, 
complacency can doom even the best of 
teams. With the Lakers, however, Maresh 
says they know what the focus is, and it’ll be 
business as usual Friday night.
“Were definitely taking it day by day,” she 
said. “Coach is really big on the day you’re in, 
worrying about the practice you’re in, not look­
ing for next week or the game after that. You’re 
playing for the game you’re in right now.”
ATHLETIC CONFERENCE
GLIAC attack
Laker football competes in battle-hardened conference
BY ADAM KNORR
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM
he Great Lakes 
Intercollegiate 
Athletic Confer­
ence (GLIAC) 
might prevent 
the Grand Valley State football 
team from making the play­
offs. GVSU might find a way 
in, in which case the GLLAC 
will have prepared the Lak­
ers for playoffs as good as any 
conference in the nation can.
One way or another, the 
GLIAC, an already-strong con­
ference, is churning out one of 
its best seasons from top-to-bot- 
tom. The Lakers are noticing.
“I definitely think over the 
course of time, the GLIAC has 
improved. I think there’s more 
parity than there probably 
ever has been in the past,” said 
GVSU head coach Matt Mitch­
ell. “In my opinion, in the early 
to mid-2000s, there were some 
teams that weren’t at the level of 
competition that some teams 
are right now.”
GVSU (7-2, 6-2 GLIAC)
owned the GLIAC from 2001- 
2010, winning eight titles in 
that span, including six straight 
from 2005-2010. Since then, 
the Lakers have won none.
While Laker fans have 
been down on the football 
program in recent years, it 
doesn’t fall entirely on GV­
SU’s shoulders. The GLIAC 
is simply better than it was 
in the early 2000s.
“There was some domi­
nance by some programs, 
Grand Valley being one of 
them, and I think some pro­
grams had to make some 
decisions which way there 
were going to go,” Mitchell 
said. “I know there are some 
GLIAC schools that have 
poured more resources into 
their football programs.”
The most blatant example 
is the Ferris State program. 
The Bulldogs finished 1-10 
in 2009, but rolled to an 11-1 
record in 2014 and current­
ly stand undefeated at 8-0, 
ranked No. 3 in the Ameri­
can Football Coaches Asso­
ciation Division II poll.
For years, FSU didn’t give 
the Lakers an iota of trouble. In 
2011, the Bulldogs brought in 
current head coach Tony An- 
nese, and he flipped the pro­
gram from a 5-6 finish in 2010, 
to a steadily improving unit, 
and finally to the Division II ti­
tan it has become in 2015.
“Although we’ve have our 
differences (with Ferris State) 
in the past, and I still dislike 
them, I feel like they’ve kind 
of set the tone for this year,” 
said senior running back Kirk 
Spencer. “Given that they’re 
ranked top in the nation just 
makes us feel the conference 
is so much stronger than any 
other conference out there 
and we can handle any other 
team in any other conference.”
With 9-0 Ashland ranked 
No. 5, the GLIAC is the only 
conference with two top- 
five teams in Division II. 
The Lakers are ranked No. 
17, and GLIAC foe Michi­
gan Tech (6-2, 6-2 GLIAC) 
stands at No. 22.
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Schools such as Tiffin, Wayne 
State, Ashland and more have fo­
cused more effort into building 
football programs, and the result 
shakes through the conference.
“This league, more than 
other leagues, you’re more bat­
tle-tested,” Mitchell said. “My 
frame of reference on that is two 
years ago. Two years ago we lost 
to Ferris and Ohio Dominican 
and made the playoffs and were 
able to advance to the (NCAA) 
semifinal. We were pretty bal­
anced and we knew the identity 
of our football program.”
Mitchell also noted the up­
grade in facilities that have 
popped up across the GLIAC in 
recent years. GVSU, which has 
the Kelly Family Sports Cen­
ter for indoor play, was ahead 
of the curve when the center 
opened in 2008. Now, Saginaw 
Valley State, Tiffin, Northwood 
and others have indoor options.
Weight rooms, coaching of­
fices and general football facili­
ties among lesser GLIAC pro­
grams have begun to outclass 
those at GVSU. The playing 
field, for the time being, has 
become more level.
“The Ohio schools, for a 
while, weren’t quite as strong in 
football, and they’ve really risen 
up and done a great job just re­
cently,” Mitchell said. “We used 
to be ahead of the curve a little 
bit too when it came to scholar­
ships and a lot of people have 
put more resources into scholar­
ships, so the funding differential 
isn’t quite what it was before.”
While the GLIAC has glued 
together one if its most successful 
football seasons in history, to this 
point, this will be the last year the 
current cast of conference mem­
bers competes as a whole.
Following the 2015-16 ath­
letic season, Malone will leave 
the GLIAC for the Great Mid­
west Athletic Conference (G- 
MAC). Starting in 2017, Hills­
dale, Findlay, Walsh, Lake Erie 
and Ohio Dominican will be 
members of the G-MAC too.
The GLIAC as GVSU now 
knows it will look drastically 
different come 2017. Daven­
port University is a potential 
candidate for GLIAC member­
ship in the future, but many 
parts are still moving behind 
closed doors.
The Lakers are currently 
ranked No. 8 in Super Region 
Four. The top seven teams from 
each of the four Super Regions 
qualify for the 28-team Divi­
sion II playoffs. FSU is ranked 
first in GVSU’s region, and 
Ashland is slated fourth.
The top seven teams are due 
for some shakeup, but, as it 
stands now, the Lakers are on 
the outside looking in at the Di­
vision II playoff picture. GVSU 
has two weeks to crack the top 
seven and make the playoffs, a 
probable scenario. The playoff 
rankings would have to admit 
three GLIAC teams for that 
to be the case, but right now, 
there may be no conference 
that deserves it more.
COLUMN
Breaking down GV’s playoff chances
OLD BALL COACH: Grand Valley State head football coach Matt Mitchell gives directions during GVSU’s Oct. 17 matchup against Michigan Tech. The Lakers have two 
games remaining in the 2015 regular season and are currently on the outside of the Division II playoffs, but still have a good shot to make it in. gvl I Kevin sielaff
Lakers need to win out to have a shot at Division II playoffs
6. Colorado St.-Pueblo 
(No. 4 AFCA)
7. Indianapolis (No. 18 AFCA)
8. GVSU (No. 17 AFCA)
9. Colorado Mines (No. 21 AFCA)
10. Michigan Tech (No. 22 AFCA)
The Lakers (7-2,6-2 GLIAC) have 
lost their two games against FSU and 
Ashland - both quality losses in the 
Division II world. GVSU has two 
games remaining, an away match 
against Tiffin (5-4, 4-4 GLIAC) and 
a home game against Saginaw Valley 
State (1-8, 1-7 GLIAC). Though nei­
ther opponent would earn GVSU a 
marquee win, if the Lakers beat both 
teams, they’re likely a lock to make 
the playoffs.
Here’s why.
The four conferences represented 
in Super Region Four are the GLI­
AC, the Great Lakes Valley Confer­
ence (GLVC), the Lone Star Confer­
ence (LSC) and the Rocky Mountain 
Athletic Conference (RMAC), along 
with three Independent teams. Bar­
ring massive upsets in the final two 
weeks of the season, FSU and Ash­
land will win out and secure playoff 
bids for the GLIAC.
That leaves five spots remaining.
Indianapolis, from the GLVC, 
will also likely win out. The Grey­
hounds are undefeated as far as the 
polls are concerned, and play two 
middle-of-the-conference oppo­
nents in the next two weeks. Middle- 
of-the-conference opponents in the 
GLVC, however, do not mean much. 
Indianapolis’ strength -of- schedule 
currently ranks 161st out of 170 Di­
vision II teams. A loss will knock U 
of Indy out. Two wins, which is most 
likely, keeps the Greyhounds in.
Four spots remaining.
The LSC could push two teams into 
the playoffs. Texas A&M-Commerce 
and Midwestern State are Nos. 2 and 3 
in the regional rankings, as each team 
has one loss counting toward playoff 
consideration. The two teams each 
have one conference game left, and 
both could end in an upset.
Even if the two teams win in the 
final week, however, they won’t be 
an immediate lock for the playoffs. 
The LSC holds a conference tourna­
ment following the regular season. 
This gives a chance for teams to beat 
up on each other, and, clearly, either 
TAMC or MSU will lose another 
game during that tournament,
The LSC is probably the second- 
toughest conference in the region, 
aside from the GLIAC, which will 
aid the cases of TAMC and MSU. 
The LSC will likely send two teams.
Two spots remaining.
That leaves the RMAC. Colorado 
Mesa and Colorado St. - Pueblo 
will play each other this weekend, 
a bout that will leave one team with 
two losses by the time the next Super 
Region rankings come out. The two 
teams are at Nos. 5 and 6 in the region 
right now. One handing the other a 
loss while GVSU beats Tiffin might 
be enough for the Lakers to leapfrog 
into playoff position. Most teams in 
the RMAC have strength of schedules 
that rank in the bottom-third of Di­
vision II. I’d be surprised to see both 
RMAC teams make the playoffs.
In our hypothetical scenario, that 
still leaves one spot remaining.
The Lakers don’t have a tough 
schedule remaining, but they current­
ly sport the llth-toughest strength of 
schedule in Division II this season. 
The rest of GVSU’s schedule is mod­
erately easy, and the Lakers will likely
finish with a strength-of-schedule in 
the mid-20s. Regardless, two wins 
against Tiffin and SVSU will almost 
certainly push GVSU into the playoffs.
Tiffin is a solid team with upset 
potential, but GVSU knows anoth­
er loss will nail it securely outside 
the playoffs. I think the Lakers win 
the next two weeks, throwing all 
mercy out the window, to best so­
lidify their case for playoffs.
A scenario exists in which 
two teams from the GLIAC, LSC 
and RMAC, and one GLVC team 
make it. This would likely leave 
GVSU out In the cold because 
Ferris State and Ashland would 
be those two GLIAC teams.
The LSC and the RMAC are sim­
ply too volatile to predict right now. 
The Lakers are guaranteed that two of 
the seven teams above them will lose 
again in 2015. GVSU has only played 
Division II teams this season, which 
gives it an extra game played in the 
eyes of the rankings. The two LSC 
teams played a game against an op­
ponent outside Division II. This extra 
game could work in GVSU’s favor.
The Lakers aren’t a shoo-in 
for the playoffs. Last week’s loss 
against Ashland would have all but 
locked a spot down in the top sev­
en of Super Region Four, but the 
loss muddies the water a little bit.
If the Lakers win out, I’d be as­
tounded to see them left out of the 
playoffs. The Lakers have faced one 
of the toughest schedules of any 
team in the region, and possibly 
the country. GVSU knows its talent 
and potential, and won’t settle for a 
lackluster performance the last two 
weeks of the regular season.
To put it simply, I wouldn’t want 
to be Tiffin or SVSU right now.
BY ADAM KNORR
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM
1th two games remain­
ing in the 2015 regular 
season, the Grand Val­
ley State football team 
is on the outside, look­
ing in on the playoff picture.
The Division II playoffs feature 
28 teams - seven from each of the 
four NCAA Super Regions. The 
Lakers are currently ranked No. 17 
in the American Football Coaches 
Association (AFCA) polls, yet the 
current playoff landscape has the 
Lakers toeing the edge.
GVSU is part of Super Region 
Four - likely the toughest of the Su­
per Regions. Obviously it’s impossible 
to gauge Division II teams across the 
nation, but I find it hard to believe 
GVSU isn’t one of the best 28 teams.
Unfortunately, the playoffs aren’t 
determined by the top 28 teams.
Here’s what the Super Region 
Four rankings look like right now, 
with current playoff teams bolded.
1. Ferris State (No. 3 AFCA)
2. Tex. A&M-Commerce 
(No. 12 AFCA)
3. Midwestern St. (No. 11 AFCA)
4. Ashland (No. 5 AFCA)
5. Colorado Mesa (No. 16 AFCA)
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Announcements Employment Roommates Roommates
Bus tickets to Chicago. 
Milwaukee, and Duluth, a 
fleet of luxury motorcoaches 
makes Indian Trails the 
perfect choice for all kinds of 
trips—from daily commutes 
to weekend getaways.
The Lanthorn is accepting 
resume s and letters of 
intent for a Distribution 
Manager position. Job 
duties include managing a 
distribution team and 
maintaining accurate 
tracking materials. Check 
Lakerjobs for a full job 
description, or send letters 
and resumes to 
assistantbusiness@lanthorn. 
com.
Looking for a sub-leaser 
beginning in December. 
Apartment is located at Off 
Broadway apartments in 
downtown Grand Rapids. 
There are 3 bedrooms and 2 
bathrooms. I have 2 other 
roommates both of which 
are females, therefore, a
female is preferred. Water, 
on-site parking, laundry, 
internet and cable are 
provided. Rent is $585 per 
month and lease goes until 
May 2016. Anyone 
interested in more 
information please contact 
S h a n e I I at 
hodgess@mail.gvsu.edu or 
via phone at 586-690-0240
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